












 

What are the steps in the approval process, and how long will it take?

The following is an outline of the steps in the average ar twork approval process for 
new designs, star ting with the time that files are supplied to Star Packaging and ending 
with printing plate production:

 1. Receive and review supplied files and materials, present any questions that  
    will need to be addressed before we produce proofs, and provide estimate  
    of prepress costs.

  1 - 2 days from receipt of files to presentation of estimate/questions

 2. Once we receive a signed approval of the prepress estimate and all initial  
    questions have been addressed, a preliminary PDF is supplied.  

  2 - 3 days from receipt of estimate approval to preliminary PDF

          3. Upon PDF approval, we proceed with a hard copy proof for final signature      
    approval of the design.  If your design contains four-color process        
    images or extensive use of screenwork, a color target proof will be supplied.  If       
    your design does not require a color target proof, an inkjet proof will be supplied. 

  1 - 2 days from PDF approval to receipt of inkjet proof  -OR-
  4 - 5 days from PDF approval to receipt of color target proof 

 4. Upon approval of the hard copy proof, printing plates are produced.

  3 - 4 days from final approval of proof until plates are available

    Total:  11 - 16 working days

IMPORTANT NOTE:  This timeline assumes that approvals are granted the same day that 
the PDFs and hard copy proofs are received, and that no additional revisions are requested.
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How can we speed up the approval process?

Our ar t depar tment and prepress vendors are accustomed to working with tight 
deadlines, and we will do everything that we can to expedite the proofing and approval 
process.  In addition, there are a few things that you can do to ensure that the process 
goes quickly and smoothly:

• Make sure that your designer has the correct dieline for your packaging and has a 
copy of the Star Packaging Guidelines for Design and File Preparation PDF, which is 
available on our website.

• Involve Star Packaging’s ar t depar tment early in the design process.  We can help 
pinpoint potential printability issues before the files are sent to us for production.

• Proofread your designer’s file carefully BEFORE the files are transferred to Star 
Packaging.  Revisions can be costly and may delay production.

• When you receive a PDF or hard copy proof, please respond promptly with an 
approval or revision request.
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