


 

Why can’t we use the existing four-color-process printing plates 
from our previous printer?

If you put the same set of four-color-process printing plates on five different printing 
presses, you would get five different images.  No two presses print exactly the same 
way.

Through a complex process of measurements and calculations called fingerprinting, our 
plate makers engineer our color target proofs and printing plates to yield predictable 
and reproducible results on our presses.

Your existing plates were engineered specifically to give the desired color and appear-
ance on the press which first printed your design.  Because every press prints differ-
ently, these same plates would yield unpredictable and possibly undesirable results on 
our presses.

Return to FAQ
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